Media Advisory

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 24, 2015

Contact:

Heather Schechter, Event Horizons, LLC
Tel: (518) 952-1060; eventhorizons.co@gmail.com
Day of Event Cell: (518) 346-2100 (call or text)

200+ Volunteers Registered for Community Service Projects on Sept. 26, 2015:
Niskayuna Community Foundation 15th Anniversary Day of Service
Followed by Evening Celebration at LT’s Grill
WHAT:

The Niskayuna Community Foundation 15th Anniversary Day of Service presented by Breault &
McGovern, DDS, will bring the community together for a day of service and celebration on Sat. Sept.
26. To commemorate its 15th anniversary, the Niskayuna Community Foundation (NCF) organized 15
community projects for not-for-profit organizations that serve Niskayuna residents, registered over
200 volunteers to help, and secured corporate sponsors to provide budgets for supplies and teams of
volunteers for projects.

WHO:

Over 200 volunteers have registered on the NCF website NiskayunaCF.org, including community
groups, teams from corporate sponsors, and Niskayuna residents, many volunteering as families.
The Niskayuna Senior Center is an example of the NCF bringing together community resources in
support of a worthy cause. After finding out that the Niskayuna Senior Center wanted a large raised
garden to enhance their recreational offerings and meal program, the NCF enlisted support from
corporate sponsors Felthousen’s, who will be contributing manpower, and J & K Fence, LLC, who is
providing a site captain and donating fencing to keep animals out of the gardens. A community
organization that meets at the Niskayuna Senior Center, the Niskayuna Moms Group, is sending a
team of volunteers, and additional volunteers have signed up through NiskayunaCF.org. Once work is
complete, the garden will be planted, tended and harvested by Niskayuna Senior Center gardening
program participants and the harvested vegetables will be used in the Center’s lunch program.
Other sponsors sending teams of volunteers include MVP at miSci, First New York Federal Credit
Union at River Road Park, 1st National Bank of Scotia at Schenectady City Mission, and GE who has
already completed a service project at Girls Inc. The Town of Niskayuna personnel have contributed
time and energy to the Day of Service, and will be helping at River Road Park and the Niskayuna
Senior Center on the Day of Service.

SERVICE:

The 15 Day of Service projects are for the following organizations: Animal Protective Foundation, Big
Brothers Big Sisters of the Capital Region, City Mission of Schenectady, Concerned for the Hungry,
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Schenectady County, Dean Street Park in Niskayuna, Girls
Incorporated of the Capital Region, Jewish Community Center of Schenectady, Niskayuna Senior
Center, miSci, The Quest for Grace Foundation, Regional Food Bank of Northeastern New York,
River Road Park in Niskayuna, Safe Inc. of Schenectady, and Schenectady Child Advocacy Center.
Visit NiskayunaCF.org for a full description of each service project.

CELEBRATE: After a day of fulfilling work, the community will come back together for the Niskayuna
Community Foundation 15th Anniversary Day of Service Evening Celebration, a fundraiser at LT’s
Grill from 7-10:30 p.m. Local “celebrities” will serve signature cocktails and guests will enjoy a fun
night of networking with neighbors, accompanied by LT’s tasty appetizers. $40 per person benefits the
Niskayuna Community Foundation’s scholarships and grants to not-for-profit organizations. Tickets
must be purchased in advance, see NiskayunaCF.org.
- more -
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MEDIA OPPORTUNITIES FOR SAT. SEPT. 26, Additional Opportunities by Request:
Interview Opportunities:

Daniel F. McCoy, President, Niskayuna Community Foundation
Maggie Rush Vinciguerra, Vice President, Niskayuna Community Foundation
Available by phone before the event, at Town Hall during registration, or at service site by request.

Volunteer Registration & Group Photo Opportunity
8:00 am:

Volunteer Registration at Niskayuna Town Hall, 1 Niskayuna Circle, Niskayuna, NY 12309.
Volunteers for the morning service projects will gather in front of the town gazebo (weather
permitting), meet site captains, receive event T-shirts, and refreshments.

8:30 am:

Photo opportunity at Niskayuna Town Hall with the approx. 100 volunteers who will be leaving
shortly after for the morning service projects.

Morning Service Projects
9:15-10:45 am: Town of Niskayuna Senior Center, 2682 Aqueduct Rd, Niskayuna, NY 12309. Media Contact:
Judy Tomisman, Niskayuna Community Foundation. The Niskayuna Senior Center serves a vibrant
community of over 300 members, enriching quality of life with recreational, educational, nutritional,
and social opportunities to support independence and involvement in our community for seniors.
Service project: Up to 19 volunteers, including teams from J&K Fence, LLC, Felthousen’s, and the
Niskayuna Moms Group, will build a large raised garden enhancing the Niskayuna Senior Center’s
recreational offerings and meal program. J&K Fence, LLC is also donating fencing for the garden.
9:15-10:45 am: Animal Protective Foundation (APF) with Service Project at Niskayuna Town Hall. Media
Contact: Jacquie Gallo, Site Captain. The APF is a full-service humane society providing services to
Niskayuna, Schenectady County, and the Greater Capital Region. They have an open-admission policy
that ensures that animals are not turned away based on their breed, age, condition, or circumstance.
The mission of APF is to reduce pet overpopulation and animal suffering through education and
appropriate action, to enhance human/animal relationships, and to provide care to animals in need.
Service project: Cats and Kittens that stay at the APF love the comfort of fleece blankets. 12
volunteers will help the APF by hand-tying simple fleece blankets for cats to enjoy during their stay
(and to take to new homes).
9:15-10:45 am: miSci, 15 Nott Terrace Heights, Schenectady, NY 12308. Media Contact: Eileen Handelman, Site
Captain. miSci, the Museum of Innovation and Science, provides hands-on fun with interactive
exhibits, demos, planetarium shows, Challenger Learning Center space missions, scout workshops,
camp-ins, star parties, archives with 1.6 million images, traveling exhibits from San Francisco’s
Exploratorium, an indoor butterfly house February through April, the Science Festival of the Capital
Region in November, the Trains & Toys Holiday Show, and more. Service project: Up to 13
volunteers, including a team from MVP, will help with a painting project and moving a collection out
for display.
9:15-10:45 am: Cornell Cooperative Extension of Schenectady County (CCE) at the Sustainable Living Center,
180 PTL Arthur Chaires Lane, Schenectady, NY 12309 (in Central Park, next to the tennis courts).
Media Contact: Sarah Pechar, Executive Director, CCE. CCE provides educational programs that
address the challenges of local residents and businesses, and connects the people in Schenectady
County with Cornell University – New York’s Land Grant College. Over the past year, CCE has
served approximately 575 Niskayuna youth and adults through educational programming. Service
project: Up to 30 volunteers will contribute to all the great philanthropic and educational work done at
the Sustainable Living Center at the Central Park Greenhouse, building trellises for raspberries,
building composting beds, and sifting compost.
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9:15-10:45 am: City Mission of Schenectady at City Mission Distribution Center, 11 Cheltingham Avenue,
Schenectady, NY 12306. Media Contact: Kathleen Kemp, Niskayuna Community Foundation.
City Mission serves over 500 meals a day and provides shelter to approximately 90 men, women and
children each night. In addition to meals and shelter, City Mission provides free clothing, such as
warm winter wear, all through the cold winter months to anyone in need. Service project: 15
volunteers, including a group from 1st National Bank of Scotia, will contribute by sorting clothing at
the Distribution Center. Sorting donated clothing is an important volunteer activity at City Mission
since donated clothes go to City Mission shelter residents during their stay, candidates for
employment, the needy, and others in the community on a referral basis, and the thrift shop.
9:15-10:45 am: The Quest for Grace Foundation, 1482 Erie Blvd. Schenectady, NY 12305. Media Contact:
Kimberly Banker-Jefferson, Site Captain. The Quest for Grace Foundation provides free clothing,
toys and infant equipment for foster children and gives each child toys, books, and six outfits. Infants
may receive a crib, crib mattress, car seat, high chair, or stroller. Each year, the Quest for Grace
Foundation helps put smiles on the faces of more than one thousand foster children, some of whom
come into the foster care system with little more than the pajamas on their backs. Service project: 13
volunteers will assist with switching the store’s inventory from summer items to fall and winter, and
organizing the inventory.
9:40-11:15 am: Regional Food Bank, 965 Albany-Shaker Road, Latham, NY 12210. Media Contact: Julie Weitz,
Niskayuna Community Foundation. The Regional Food Bank works to alleviate hunger and prevent
food waste by accepting large donations from the food industry and distributing those donations to
1,000 food pantries, soup kitchens, emergency shelters, and other charitable feeding programs in 23
counties in northeastern New York. In addition to the valuable work volunteers will do on September
26, the financial contribution from the 15th Anniversary Day of Service will pay for meals for 1,200
local people in need. Service project: 35 volunteers are registered to sort donations of food and nonfood items so they can be distributed to member agencies.
Afternoon Service Projects
1:15-2:45 pm: Concerned for the Hungry at Glenville Walmart, 200 Dutch Meadows Lane, Glenville, NY.
Media Contact: Daniel F. McCoy, President, Niskayuna Community Foundation. Concerned for the
Hungry is an entirely volunteer-led organization working to fight hunger in Schenectady County.
After 36 years, it remains a leading force in providing essential food services and support throughout
Schenectady County. Service project: Up to 10 volunteers, including a Girl Scout troop from Iroquois
Middle School, will collect donations of food and money outside of the Glenville Walmart for their
37th Annual Thanksgiving Food Basket Drive. Through this program, Schenectady County residents
can pick up a basket of food that will allow a whole family to be well-nourished for the Thanksgiving
holiday. The NCF will donate $300 in non-perishable food to this important cause.
1:15-2:45 pm: River Road Park on River Road near the intersection with Rosendale Road, Niskayuna.
Media Contact: Julie Weitz, Niskayuna Community Foundation. Service project: 30 volunteers will
refresh this important community resource by painting the pavilion, staining picnic tables,
or spreading mulch on the playground.
1:15-2:45 pm: Jewish Community Center of Schenectady, 2565 Balltown Road, Niskayuna. Media Contact:
Michelle Ostrelich, President, JCC & Niskayuna Community Foundation Board Member. The JCC is
a non-profit membership organization where people come together as a community to learn, share and
celebrate. The JCC houses preschool, child care and camp programs, as well as a fitness center, indoor
pool and gym, and the William & Estelle Golub Family Pool & Tennis Club. Every month, the JCC is
visited by over 20,000 people of all ages, faiths, and backgrounds. Service project: 12 volunteers will
create a new preschool library to be enjoyed by teachers, students, and other families and members
who would like to borrow books.
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Evening Celebration
7:00-8:30 pm: Niskayuna Community Foundation 15th Anniversary Day of Service Evening Celebration,
LT’s Grill, 2305 Nott Street, Niskayuna. Media Contact: Heather Schechter, Event Horizons, LLC.
Celebration: After a day of fulfilling work, the community will come back together in celebration, at
a fundraiser at LT’s Grill from 7-10:30 p.m. Local “celebrities” will serve signature cocktails as
dynamic duos: Rabbi Matt Cutler and Reverend Dr. Scott DeBlock; Niskayuna Lacrosse coaches
Michael Vorgang and Frank Adamo; school board members Rosemarie Perez Jaquith and Dr. Howard
Schlossberg; and Dr. Michael DeLuke of DeLuke Orthodontics and his mother, Niskayuna
Community Foundation Board member Debrah Komp DeLuke; and Dana Donohue and Sam Burgio.
Guests will enjoy a fun night of networking with neighbors, accompanied by LT’s tasty appetizers.
$40 per person benefits the Niskayuna Community Foundation’s scholarships and grants to not-forprofit organizations. Tickets must be purchased in advance, see NiskayunaCF.org.
For more information about the Niskayuna Community Foundation 15th Anniversary Day of Service or the
Niskayuna Community Foundation, visit NiskayunaCF.org.
###

The Niskayuna Community Foundation enhances the quality of life in the Niskayuna town and school district
through organized philanthropy. The Niskayuna Community Foundation:
•   Distributes grants to support arts and culture, education, health, recreation, the environment, and human services
programs and projects. Over 175 grants have been awarded.
•   Funds awards and scholarships.
•   Offers flexible, effective giving opportunities for donors.
•   Acts as an enduring resource to augment community programs and initiatives.

The Niskayuna Community Foundation is a geographic fund of The Community Foundation for the Greater Capital
Region. A copy of the Community Foundation for the Greater Capital Region’s latest annual report may be obtained,
on request, by contacting the Community Foundation, Six Tower Place, Albany, NY 12203 or from the New York State
Attorney General’s Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, 3rd Floor, New York, NY 10271.

